
Borough of Modena 
  Monthly Council Meeting Minutes 

September 21, 2020 
 

  1.  Call to order 

President Jennifer Daywalt called to order the second monthly regular Council meeting, of the 

Borough of Modena Council at 719 pm on Monday, September 21, 2020 at Borough Hall, 5 

Woodland Ave. 

 

 2.  Salute to the flag 

 

3.  Roll Call 

Secretary Cloud conducted roll call.  The following were present during the Zoom meeting: 

Council President Jennifer Daywalt, Council Members Nicole Ewing, Stephen Juhas and Blaise 

Frost.  On the conference call were Mayor Antoinette Johnson and Secretary Victoria Cloud.  

Absent were Council Vice President Beau Tilghman, Council Members Elizabeth Sinton and 

Clayton Ayers.  Also in attendance, Borough Solicitor Hudson Voltz and PW employee Greg 

Ziegler. 

 

             Council President stated that Council member Nicole Ewing would be recording the meeting there    

             at Borough Hall.  The Secretary, on conference call, is also recording the meeting. 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes 

           Motion made by Council member Ewing to accept the minutes from September 8, 2020 meeting,    

           Council member Juhas second, all in favor, motioned passed.  

Borough Solicitor Hudson Voltz attended via conference call. 
- He asked if the survey is done on the Mode House to fulfill the Grant applications. This is 

time sensitive for all deadlines to be met.  He suggested that in the Grant to say, what the 
Mode House will be used for and offered his ‘free’ help to work with the Mayor.  

- Procurement Policy had one correction to be made.  Council will review once corrected. 
- In September, a RTK from a company in Florida will be fulfilled with help from the Treasurer.  

Hudson explained that this information is public knowledge/record.  The RTK had been 
extended to October 2, 2020.  Information requested is copies of all payment transitions 
for fiscal year 2019. 

- Hudson expressed that the actions of grant writing by Mayor Johnson has been very 
proactive not only with the Mode House but overall.  Grant writing is not easy; when you 
come across grants, apply, this will benefit the Borough.  Must always comply with 
necessary documents needed.   Grants are what the Borough needs for improvements. 
Hudson is available to help at any time, free of charge. 

-  Next grant is to apply for technical support for the Comprehensive Plan.  Last plan was in 
2004 with assistance from the County.  Hudson stated that the County has people to fulfill 
this Plan. The current plan is old and overdue for a new one. 



-  Design and engineering grants available out there that the Mayor will look into to help with 
costs.  Council needs to vote if should proceed with this or compose the plan by themselves.  
Hudson will help Mayor.  Tabled until further information received. 
 
 

5.  Public Comment on Agenda items 

   - None 

 

 6.  Written Reports 

 6. 1 Treasurer’s Report 

                  - Reviewed by Council, no comments. 

 

 6.2   Payment of Bills 

    - Council member Ewing motioned to accept payment of the bills and accept the Treasurer’s     

                  report, Council member Frost second, all in favor, motion passed. 

  

 6.3 Police and Fire Department Reports 

    -  Council reviewed a press release from Chief of South Coatesville Police of an arrest here in  

                  Modena and one in South Coatesville.  

   

    7.  Council and Committee Reports 
 
               7.1 Council President Report 
                -     President will be attending a COG meeting on September 23, 2020. 
                -     President reported that the Census ends September 30, 2020.     
                -     President reminded everyone to register and vote this coming election. 
                -     Borough still waiting on the South Brandywine pocket park grants from the county and  
                      Brandywine Green Way. Park will be used for open space. 
           
             7.2 Secretary Report 
 -     Nothing to report. 
                    
              7.3 Mayor Report 

- Mayor will be submitting the municipal grant this week, waiting on one more quote.  
Extended to October 15, she will submit early.  Copies will be sent to Council and Secretary 
upon finalization. 
 

7.4 Park & Recreation 
-     There will be a Borough wide clean up day on October 17, 2020 at 9 am to 1 pm. Nation wide    
       Keep PA Beautiful Day. Supplies and banner will be picked up on Thursday October 15, 2020  
       by the Secretary. 
-      Mode House clean up will be on October 24, 2020 at 9 am to 1 pm.  Resident Mr. Jose  
       Vasquez and his crew have offered to help, that clean up will be in the spring of 2021. 
 
 
 



- Discussion with residents on Zoom and Council members on how/times to have Trick or 
Treat this year, on Saturday October 31.  State guidelines will be in effect.  A survey will be 
on FB for residents to decide to have traditional Trick or Treat, or an event with Council 
members traveling around to distribute candy in a controlled manner. Waiting to see what 
the other municipalities are doing.  A decision will be made at the October 5, 2020 Council 
meeting.  

 
               7.7 Streets Report 

- Finance Committee is still looking into a new/used truck.  A lot of discussion still to be   
done.   

-  John Graves presented information from MuniciBid.com with a 2008 Ford F250 truck, which 
is up for auction. 55,000 miles on it, garage kept, being sold ‘as is’ for $6,000.  President 
stated; another used vehicle without a warranty could be a big concern.  

-  Treasurer also suggested a good quality used vehicle that already has plow and salt 
attachments.   

- Another option brought up was to sell the white truck, use that money towards purchase of 
a new.  Greg will check on pricing for a smaller new 350 truck.  He will present that 
information to Council and to the Finance Committee for consideration.   
- PW employee Greg Ziegler reported that the 2005 white salt spreader truck is out of 
service, manifold problem, hydraulic lift and the radiator leaks.  The 1998 green truck is not 
inspected due to many mechanical problems that will cost the Borough to much money, its 
not road worthy. President would like estimates of all the work that would need to be done 
on these trucks.  Treasurer suggested that with the green truck install the plow assembly; 
get the mechanical work done to make it ‘all in one vehicle’.  She estimated a budget of 
$5,000.00 “will keep the vehicle operational for a couple years to acquire a new vehicle”.  
She also suggested to reach out to Chester County municipalities to determined of any have 
a truck they are willing to transfer free of charge.  
 

 
  

     8.  Unfinished Business 
                  -  2020-2029 PADOT Suburban Master Casting Agreement & Resolution.   Solicitor will review   
                      then address council. 

    -  When is the VPP Grant due? 
                  -   There is a small Centennial birthday committee.  Residents are encouraged to volunteer for   
                      this committee.                   
                                                 
VPP Grant 

-  The cost average for 2020 is $60,000.00. Cost share, County would pick up 70% and the 
Borough 30%.  In 2021, this may change to 60/40.  President Daywalt requested that the 
2020 share percent be locked in for Modena; Ms. Elks will look into it.  The cost is allocated 
over a 2-year contract with eight payments.  Further discussion needed. 
 
 
 

            9.  New Business  
 - Per President Daywalt, Council has accepted the resignation of VP Tilghman. VP Tilghman   

   will still be on Council until October 5, 2020. 



- President stated to all that with VP Tilghman resignation, this will create a vacancy that  

  Council will need to appoint a new member.  To be eligible you must be at least 18  

  years of age, registered to vote in the Borough of Modena, resided in the Borough for a  

  minimum of 1 year.  Any interested person must submit a letter of interest and a resume to  

  the Borough Office no later that Sunday October 4, 2020. 

-  Borough Treasurer Debra Gillenwater gave her resignation due to health issues.  She will  

   stay with the Borough until November 21, 2020 to help with the budget, interviewing  

   process and training of the new hire. 

 

10.  General Public Comments – limit of 3 minutes per person 

- Mr. Davante’ Tuggle, resident of North Brandywine Ave. spoke on how there is excessive 

speeding occurring on No. Brandywine Ave.  He presented Council with a petition of over 50 

signatures that are all requesting speed bumps, additional speed limit signs or the possibility 

of adding stop signs at the intersection of Woodland Ave. & No. Brandywine Ave. 

 Mr. Tuggle suggested that the speed bumps be located from the Fire House down to Baker 

St.  spaced according to the laws. President Daywalt accepted his petition, stated that she 

will speak with Chief Pierce of So. Coatesville Police.  They will also discuss more patrolling 

on speed enforcement at all hours of the day and night along with the possibility of using a 

speed control device to catch the drivers who are exceeding the speed limit of 25 miles per 

hour.  Mayor Johnson requested to President to reach out to the chief to set up an 

appointment to show him the petition, to figure out ways to control this concern.  

Safety for the residents/children of Modena is critical. 

 

 Meeting Adjourned 
President Daywalt requested a motion to end the meeting at 8:46 pm.  Council member Ewing made the 
motion, Council member Frost second, all in favor, motion passed. 

 
 

 
 Next Council Meeting:  
Will be held on Monday October 5, 2020 @ 7:00 pm at Borough Hall. 
 
 
 
 

   President: 
 
 
   Secretary: 
 
 
   Date: 


